
PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

STOP WESTCONNEX — SYDNEY’S 
NEW $15 BILLION TOLL ROAD
Building urban motorways is 1950s thinking. Sydney 
needs world-class public transport.

Another toll road will not fix Sydney
Across the world, cities and regions are moving towards 
building transport systems that reduce reliance on 
private cars, but both Labor and the Coalition have an 
obsession with building more toll roads in the hope 
that they will fix traffic congestion. However, evidence 
shows us that increasing road capacity does not actually 
help ease congestion and contributes significantly to 
greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. 
The new WestConnex motorway will take a decade to build, cost $15 billion, and 
contribute enormously to urban pollution, gridlock and climate change.

The 33 km long WestConnex toll road stretches from Parramatta in the west of Sydney 
through dozens of suburbs, to Beverly Hills in the south. It will consume green spaces, 
parks and homes while failing to fix congestion and contributing to air pollution 
through tunnel smoke stacks.

WestConnex is planning chaos
Since the road was first announced in 2012, the proposed route for WestConnex 
has undergone significant and regular changes. This has meant that the thousands 
of people living in the areas potentially affected by the road have not had any clear 
understanding of whether they will suffer. Residents have been kept in the dark, while 
the government’s plans seem to change every day.

The only thing that’s certain is that WestConnex will facilitate “urban activation 
precincts”: a developers’ bonanza of high-rise developments with inadequate public 
services and transport.
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The business case for WestConnex is 
shrouded in secrecy
WestConnex will be the single most expensive 
motorway project in Australian history, estimated to 
cost almost $15 billion, yet the Government refuses 
to release details of the business case or cost benefit 
analysis. Like the East West toll road in Melbourne, 
billions of dollars were set aside for the motorway 
before a business case had even been completed.
The NSW Auditor General’s December 2014 report confirms that the WestConnex 
Business Case is “deficient’ and fails to meet basic standards. The report also expresses 
concerns about conflicts of interest and casts doubt on the published cost benefit ratio 
that the Government is claiming. 

WestConnex does not stack up 
WestConnex does not stack up on environmental, social, 
economic or transport grounds. Building the toll road 
will divert billions in federal and state funding out of 
public transport, only to be wasted on an unsustainable 
road. 
Financial analysis by the Greens predicts the toll would have to be at least $26 for the 
project just to break even. If WestConnex proceeds, there could be a more than a half-
billion dollar black hole that would have to be met by taxpayers, taking away money 
from schools and hospitals. 

The biggest beneficiaries of WestConnex will not be the public but the private owners 
and operators, banks and financiers.

What’s more, the Government’s own modelling for the M4 widening predicts a 
increased congestion on surrounding roads, such as Parramatta Road and Victoria 
road. Residents living in the Inner West will suffer the same fate as those around 
the M4, as the M5 tunnel will just funnel more traffic onto local streets in St Peters, 
Alexandria and Newtown.

WestConnex is a threat to Sydney’s vital green spaces, such as at the Wolli Creek Valley 
and Sydney Park. The NSW government has already admitted that exhaust stacks will 
have to be installed in densely populated suburbs, and homes will have to be acquired. 
Hundreds of properties have already been slated for demolition, with more to come.
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Greens track record
The Greens are the only party who have been strongly 
opposed to WestConnex. We want the government to 
scrap this $15 billion toll road and divert the funds to 
integrated public transport solutions.
We have forced the government to release documents related to the secret WestConnex 
Business Case, exposed the flawed economic, transport and environmental case of 
the government in building Westconnex, and worked with a burgeoning community 
campaign to stop destructive new toll roads. 

We are pushing for a parliamentary inquiry into westconnex to reveal the full business 
case and cost benefit analysis.

The Greens plan for public transport
The Greens are the only party committed to stopping this motorway madness, and 
redirecting the billions of dollars of state and federal money into public transport. The 
government should scrap WestConnex and instead support projects and programs such 
as:

 ▲ Integrated light rail solutions, such as an Inner West Light Rail Link 
heading up Parramatta Road, connecting the CBD to the Inner West, and 
the proposed Western Sydney Light Rail Network, which would connect 
Parramatta CBD to regional employment hubs such as Macquarie Park 
and Castle Hill.

 ▲ Improved automatic signalling, which would drastically increase capacity 
on our rail network

 ▲ Buying back the Airport Link from the private operator and slashing the 
Station Access Fee, which will take thousands off the road

 ▲ More integrated cycleway infrastructure for Sydney.

 ▲ Get freight trucks off our roads by investing in freight on rail.

 ▲ Park and ride facilities such as at Kingsgrove

Lib/Nats and Labor position
Our city’s transport systems are overcrowded, underfunded and congested, and yet 
Liberal Premier Mike Baird and Tony Abbott are on a mission to install an unsustainable, 
unnecessary toll road.

Both Labor and the Coalition in NSW are obsessed with building motorways, regardless 
of the evidence of their utility. 

Despite the rhetoric, the Labor Party has not opposed the Westconnex. 

They are also committed to building the M5 East, which would bring thousands of 
cars into the already congested streets of the Inner West, especially Alexandria and 
Newtown.  They are trying to have it both ways, publically saying they have concerns 
about WestConnex while committing to building its key parts. 

Late last year, Federal Labor lined up with the Coalition to vote down a Greens motion 
calling for the government to abandon the WestConnex motorway and put the money 
saved into improving Sydney’s public transport.
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